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Dry weather 
threatens 

'exceptionally 
low' rivers in 
parts of UK 

This BBC News article 
discusses the 
exceptionally low river 
levels in parts of the UK due to a dry spring, the driest in England 
since 1961. Concerns are rising among farmers, water companies, and 
environmental agencies about potential droughts and water 
restrictions. 

The dry weather has already impacted agriculture, with farmers irrigating crops 
earlier than usual, potentially leading to food shortages. Wildfires have also 
affected a larger area of the UK. While the UK is at medium risk of drought, the 
next few weeks are crucial. 

Water companies are considering restrictions, and the government is urged to 
invest in long-term solutions. Water UK proposes a national water grid, and 
farmers seek support for reservoirs. 

The article touches on a potential link to climate change. While a direct link is 
unconfirmed, studies suggest the UK may experience more prolonged dry periods 
and less rainfall, exacerbating droughts. The last drought in 2022 and subsequent 
measures are mentioned. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/crmkn7rjv7zo 

Devolution of Local 
Government 

Henry Potter, CDC Councillor for 
Goodwood Ward 

There is too little known about this 
plan to <empower= local 1st and 
2nd tier authorities to devolve 
from central government. This 
plan is not new as it was proposed 
by the previous Conservative 
administration but due to a distinct 
lack of enthusiasm for 
devolvement and amalgamation of 
LA’s it was shelved. 

Proposals and policies have only just 
started to be reviewed and because all we 
have at the moment is a timeframe, what 
will happen to the 8nuts and bolts9 is 
largely a black hole! The suggested 
timeframe will be hard to adhere to 
simply because a lack of detail. 

Just as an example, Chichester District 
Council has for a number of years been a 
very well managed council, in fact a 
couple of years ago it was rated the 4th 
best managed council in England. 

Continued on Page 7... 
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SUMMER IS HERE! 

We are excited to announce our new menu. From 
hearty burgers to indulgent desserts, we9ve got 

something for everyone! 

Take advantage of our lovely garden & enjoy the 
views while enjoying a bite to eat or a refreshing 

drink. 
You can now book a table online or purchase a 

voucher via our website & also see what else we have 
going on. 

 

www.thefoxgoesfree.com 

01243 811461 

THE FOX GOES FREE 
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SINGLETON PLAYSCHOOL 

Singleton Playschool is set within the grounds of Singleton Primary 
School. We offer Term Time Early Years Education and Care to 2,3 and 
4yr old children. We are able to offer Government Funded spaces for 15 
and 30 hours. 

At Singleton Playschool we pride ourselves in ensuring every child has access to 
quality Early Years Education and Care. Our cosy setting enables the professional 
team to provide individual care and attention to every child who steps through our 
door. When Ofsted visited us in September 2024, they rated Singleton Playschool 
8GOOD9 across all five areas. 

The Inspector commented, <Staff demonstrate their passion for working with children 
as they cuddle up close and read stories to them. They understand the importance of 
supporting children's well-being. Children beam with delight as staff praise them for 
their enthusiasm during tasks. Children foster a sense of belonging and it helps them 
to feel valued and listened to.= 

This is what our current parents say about our wonderful setting; <Singleton 
Playschool is the most fantastic, warm & nurturing space for young children aged 2-

4 yrs old= and <Their door is always open, even if it's at the drop of a hat.= and <Each 
morning at drop off I'm able to feel as though we are dropping our children off to 
see their Aunties.= 

We9re now taking bookings for September. Why not book a visit/play session with 
your child, come and meet the team and see what we offer... 

contact@singleton-playschool.co.uk - 07519 913406 

1st... Liz Boyle, Singleton 

2nd... Charlie & Serena Colchester, 
Lavant 

3rd... Margaret Discombe, East 
Dean 

On a very busy weekend - VE 
celebrations - the May draw was made on 
quite a chilly overcast day. 

Congratulations to our winners sharing 
prize money of £105. The next draw will 
be at East Dean Church on Sunday 
1stJune which very sadly means that we 
are nearly half way through 2025!  

Wendy, 01243 811608 



5 

 

Chichester 
District Council 
updates direct 
to your phone! 

Finding out information about 
local council services - including 
receiving recycling and waste 
collection day reminders - has 
never been easier, thanks to our 
free Chichester District Council 
app, which is available from the 
Apple Store and Google Play 
Store. 

As long as you switch your 
notifications on, we will be able to let 
you know if our recycling and waste 
crews are running late and if we have 
any planned changes to collections. 

You can also find out about other 
council services and keep up to date 
with all of the latest council news and 
information. 

You can find out more at 
www.chichester.gov.uk/

chichesterdcapp 

Step by Step Guide to 
downloading the 
Chichester District Council 
app... 

1. Head to the Apple Store or 
Google Play Store on your 
smartphone device. 

2. Type in 8Chichester District 
Council9 into the search bar. Our 
free app will pop up in the results. 

3. Click to download it onto your 
mobile device. You can now exit 
the app store. The app should now 
show up amongst the icons on 
your home screen. 

4. Open the app, type in your 
postcode and select your address 
from a drop-down list. You will 
also be prompted to enter your 
contact details, so you can receive 
important updates when reporting 
incidents to us. 

5. Don9t forget to click 8allow 
notifications9 in the notifications 
tab to ensure you don9t miss out 
on important reminders and 
announcements. 

Book your MOT online with Chichester District 
Council today and save in June! 

The council is now offering an online booking system for its trusted and 
independent MOT testing service, which can be carried out within the 
hour and is open to the general public and businesses. 

Their specialist centre can test cars, vans, minibuses, light commercial vehicles and 
motorhomes, and is conveniently located just off the A27 in Stane Street, Chichester, 
PO18 0NS. 

Appointments are available Monday through to Friday from 8am to 3pm. 

Bookings can be made online at: www.chichester.gov.uk/mot 

During the month June, customers can use the discount code 8SAVE5MOT9 to save 
£5, even if their test date is after June. The code must be used when booking online 
before 30th June 2025. 



6 

 



7 

 

Francis Ward 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Qualified, Registered and fully insured in 

Oil boiler servicing & maintenance 

Oil tank installation 

Heating system design and install 
Swimming pool oil boilers 

Solar heating systems 

Servicing 

Maintenance 

Gas boilers 

Cookers 

Swimming pool gas boilers 

New installations servicing and maintenance 

All aspects of heating and plumbing covered 

Electrical works undertaken by fully qualified Part P registered engineers 

Commercial & Domestic Spas and Swimming Pools service & repairs 

Bletchley Spas & Pools: Brightside, Singleton, West Sussex, PO18 0EX 

Phone: 01243 811960 Mobile: 07941 039378 

MILESTONE 

GARAGE 

COCKING 

 

SERVICING - REPAIRS 

MOTs - TYRES 

CAR SALES 

 

Courtesy Car Available 

 

01730 813148 

THIS SPACE 

COULD BE YOURS! 

 

Very good rates for this, 
our standard box - other 
sizes available too! Don’t 
dilly-dally, give our David 
Mather a call to discuss! 

 

01243 774385 

07973 820877 

Continued from front page... 
 

It has achieved this by very careful 
management of its finances, investments 
in income generating real estate, industrial 
and retail and an extremely good team of 
officers. Prudent spending ensuring best 
value for you, the council tax payers has 
been paramount. 

CDC has assets of £144 million in income 
generation property, Terminus Road, 
Quarry Lane, St James industrial site, the 
Portfield retail parks, many shops and 
stores in the city, the three leisure centres, 
The Bourne, Westgate and the Grange in 
Midhurst, all of which help to keep your 
council taxes lower than elsewhere. The 
total rent roll is just above £3 million, the 
industrial properties bring in £1.17 million 
per annum, the retail and office £1.44 
million. Income from general licences 
issued by the council is £64,500 per 
annum. You must agree, this is a very 
healthy portfolio for a district of circa 
128,000 residents. 

I am very concerned about what will be the 
future for our finances once they are 
absorbed by a new devolved unitary 
authority serving the proposed 500,000 
residents of each new authority, and at the 
moment nobody has any idea! The 
diligence and prudence shown by CDC 
over the past 25 plus years is likely to be 
lost and I can see continued cuts in 
government grants to local authorities 
being met by increased <local taxes= from 
our pockets. 

Finally I must add, how can an elected 
mayor, and how many officers(?) oversee 
the management of our police force and 
our fire and rescue service as well as 
infrastructure and highways. This must 
surely be a backward step. 

We have been 8promised9 a public 
consultation on the proposals by 
September this year, so you must make 
your concerns, like mine, known. 

Borland & Borland 
Letting Agent Wins 

British Property 
Award 

Borland & Borland Letting’s 
team performed outstandingly 
throughout the extensive 
award judging period, which 
focused on customer service 
levels. 

Judging included mystery shops 
against a set of criteria to obtain a 
balanced overview of Borland & 
Borland9s service levels. The British 
Property Award9s judging criteria is 
comprehensive and detailed, 
exploring different scenarios and 
time periods to ensure that agents 
have been rigorously and fairly 
judged. 

Steven Borland, Senior Partner 
commented, <We9re confident that 
the service Borland & Borland give 
is second to none, and we9re pleased 
to see it reflected in our two recent 
award wins for both the sales and 
the lettings branches.= 

Borland & Borland are members of 
the ARLA, NAEA, TPO, TDS, and 
with a wide range of properties. 
Contact Lettings to book a property 
valuation or viewing 

01243 379000 

lettings@borlandandborland.co.uk 

www.borlandandborland.co.uk 
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EAST DEAN CHURCH FETE 

Saturday 7th June 

2.30pm 

The Old Vicarage, East Dean 

This year’s Fete is soon approaching so 
get ready to have a fun day in the 
sunshine! As always, we welcome 
donations of gifts, bottles, pre-loved 
good condition, sellable, household 
items, books and clothes. All good 
quality contributions will be very 
much appreciated. 

The tombola is always a great attraction and has 
some excellent quality bottles and jars to be won. 
Please donate what you are able and then come 
and buy a ticket to win something in return! There 
will be a plant stall to top up your veg patch and 
flower beds. The home produce stall sells out 
quick and always has delicious home made cakes, 
biscuits, jams and preserves. Last year9s traditional fete games were a real success. 
Splat the rat, hook a duck and the coconut shy amongst others. The Pimms stall 
has been a huge success in the last 2 years. Come and buy a jug, settle down on a 
bench in the sun and watch the fete in action. If you don9t fancy a tipple then tea 
and homemade cakes from the kitchen is delicious. Hopefully the sun will shine 
and the swimming pool will be full of laughing happy children. 

Sam 07887 562473 - Susie 07825 336689 
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Singleton Fete 

Saturday August 16th 

Wanted for Liliane’s 
Famous Jewellery Stall 

All manner of jewellery, 
costume jewellery and 

pretty things. 

Please call me on 01243 
811368 and I will gladly 

collect. 

 

 

LAWN MOWING 

HEDGE CUTTING 

GARDEN CLEARANCE 

 

Personal service from a local 
family business 

 

KEITH GOACHER 

01243 811746 

07976 740748 

Cut and split to your 

requirements 

Seasoned Firewood 

Supporting Local with Lollipop Print - Your Friendly 
Print Experts 

When it comes to print, there’s 
something reassuring about 
working with a local team who 
truly gets what your business 
needs. That’s exactly what you’ll 
find at Lollipop Print – a friendly, 
family-run business with four 
bustling stores in Brighton, 
Crawley, Southampton and 
Chichester as well as an online 
store. 

Proud to be part of the local business 
community, Lollipop Print specialises in high-quality, reliable print solutions, 
from business cards and brochures to large format signage, posters and point-of-
sale materials. Whether you're launching a new brand, sprucing up your shopfront 
or preparing for an event, their expert team are on hand with honest advice, fast 
turnarounds and a genuine passion for print. 

With decades of combined experience and an unwavering commitment to 
customer service, Lollipop Print has become the trusted print partner for 
businesses across the South. They believe in building long-term relationships and 
delivering work that helps you stand out for all the right reasons. 

So if you're looking for top-notch print, fair prices, quick delivery and a team that 
cares, get in touch with Lollipop Print - they9re always happy to help bring your 
ideas to life. 

Chichester@lprint.co.uk 

01243 782299 

Lollipop Print - Chichester, 5 Phoenix Business Centre, Spur Road, Quarry Lane, 
Chichester, West Sussex, PO19 8PN - Open Monday to Friday 8.30am - 5pm 

If you spell the 
words <absolutely 

nothing= 
backwards, you get 

<Gnihton 
yletulosba=, which 
means absolutely 

nothing 
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At 8am on the 8th of May Glenn 
Ward, Justin Pollard and Adrian 
Murphy set about building a 
beacon on Court Hill overlooking 
East Dean. 

They were making it out of branches that 
were left on the edge of the woods 
following the ash die-back clearance a 
few years ago, which had been gathered 
into a pile by John Holt the previous day. 

By the time I joined them they already 
had a wig-wam taking shape, trimming 
the longer bits to more manageable 
lengths with a chainsaw. 

Then Josh Collins and Rachel Collins 
(who aren9t actually related, but there9s 
only so many names to go round) came 
up and together we set about packing the 
structure with smaller bits of kindling. 

Josh took over with the chainsaw and set 
about cutting slices off a large log that 
had been too awkward to use earlier, 
looking oddly like he was making a set of 
coasters! But in they went, slotting into 
the gaps until by 9.30 in the morning 
we9d built what we knew would be an 
impressive fire. The one person who 
wasn9t there was Tim Calloway, for many 
years East Dean9s chief bonfire builder, 
but he was in all our thoughts as we 
cracked on with the job. 

Meanwhile, down in the village Les 
Calloway, Alexia Ward, Jo Stephens, 
Sam Hook, Susie Holmes and Sarah 
Peirson were baking Orange and Ginger 
cakes, to be cut into slices and enjoyed by 
everyone later in the evening. 

I got the lanterns out that Helen Bailie 
and Kate Shaw made for the Diamond 
Jubilee in 2012, but finding we only had 
42 left set about making another 18, 
using up all the jam jars that I9d carefully 
horded knowing they would come in one 
day. Next door Helen Scott, who had 
printed all the flyers we9d distributed a 
week earlier, got busy printing 60 song 
sheets. 

In the Star & Garter Jim, Julie, Jake and 
their team were working out how they 
were going to accommodate the 60+ 
people who9d booked for the wartime – 
inspired pre-beacon supper. The pub 
regularly handles more than 60 covers 
for lunch or dinner, but not normally all 
in one sitting. In the end the only way to 
do it was three long tables, creating a 
street party feel which was entirely 
appropriate! 

And so, at 7pm, with the pub packed 
and everyone tucking into cabbage 
soup, fish and chips and bread and 
butter pudding, Alexia, Glenn and Neil 
Georges took tables from the Village 
Hall and went up the hill with the cakes 
and 12 bottles of Prosecco that Neil 
personally contributed. 

At 8.30 the crowd left the pub and 
joined the children and everyone else 
at the hall, where Helen Scott lit the tea 
lights in the lanterns and set off the 
procession up to the beacon. John Holt 
hitched up a tractor to an open trailer 
with bench seating and drove anyone 
who couldn9t manage the climb up 
there - when we do an event in East 
Dean we don9t leave anyone out! 

At 9.15 Neil (as Chairman of the Parish 
Council) welcomed everyone before 
handing over to the Vicar (Sarah 
Manouche) who led prayers of thanks 
for those who fought in World War 
Two, and of hopes for peace in our own 
troubled time. Then, as Glenn lit the 
beacon, we sang God Save The King 
accompanied by Jeannie Esdaile (who 
normally plays the church organ) 
playing a battery powered keyboard 
that made a sound similar to a piano 
(but not so similar that the Bechstein 
company will be worried). The Vicar9s 
sister Catherine acted as a human 
music stand for this, because whilst I9d 
thought of getting a table and a chair 
for Jeannie I9d forgotten that crucial 
detail. Undaunted, as the beacon lit up 
the night and illuminated the song 
sheets, we sang I Vow to Thee My 
Country, Land of Hope and Glory and 
(of course) We9ll Meet Again. 

Afterwards, as everyone trekked back 
down to their homes and beds, Rachel 
took it upon herself to gather up any 
abandoned lanterns and put them in 
the collection box at the end of the 
track. She did a good job: of the 60 we 
started the evening with we9ve got 59 
back. 

And that9s the sort of team it takes to 
put on an event like that. But what a 
team! And what an event! Tim Weeks 

VE80 in East Dean 

The ladies of the Singleton and 
East Dean WI met on Thursday 
15th May, in East Dean village hall. 

We were treated to a wonderful talk from 
Bradley Smith about the Walsingham 
Shrine. A small village in Norfolk where 
according to tradition, Lady Richeldis de 
Faverches had a Marian apparition (in 
1061) instructing her to build a replica of 
the Holy House in Nazareth, in exactly 
the same dimensions and in a specific 
location in Walsingham. The shrine 
became a place of huge pilgrimage and 
also the site of an Augustine priory (in 
situ until the reformation). The village is 
still a destination for huge numbers of 
worshipers and is referred to as the 
Nazareth of England. A brilliant and 
informative talk, we were, as ever, so 
grateful to the amazing speakers who 
come to see us each month. 

Our next meeting is June 19th where we 
will be treated to a tour of Droke Farm 
and possibly have one or two sun 
downers at one of the best views of the 
South Downs. Please do let me know if 
you would like to come and join our 
merry band of brilliant women. We meet 
once a month, usually on the 3rd 
Thursday. Drop me a note 
at zk.mann@icloud.com if you would 
like any further information. Much love, 
Zoe Mann 

Experience Bloom & 
Grow at the Weald & 

Downland Living 
Museum 

Saturday 28th & 
Sunday 29th June 

The weekend will feature an array of 
nature-based activities, celebrating the 
sensory wonders of the natural world. 
Meet the Fairy Queen and Holly King 
under the Aspen Tree, gather around the 
campfire for woodland survival 
workshops, join Medical Herbalist 
Emma Baynes who will be exploring the 
healing properties of plants, find 
serenity with sound bath taster sessions 
to help you relax, create stunning 
keepsakes with botanical art printing, 
demonstration of the distillation of 
essential oils, perfumes and rosewater in 
Tindalls Cottage, learn about beekeeping 
and flax processing and much more. 
Tickets via wealddown.co.uk at £16.90. 
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June 2025 

Fri 6th Three Friday Nights: Goodwood 

Sat 7th East Dean Fete: 2.30pm: The 
Old Vicarage 

Sun 8th Family Race Day: Goodwood 

Mon 9th Singleton Community Cafe: 
10.30am - 12noon: Singleton Village Hall 
Tue 10th Ladies Night: The Star & 
Garter: East Dean: 7pm 

Thu 12th VGC Garden Safari: 5pm 

Fri 13th Three Friday Nights: 
Goodwood 

Tue 17th Health Event: 10.30am: 
Chichester Rugby Club Pavilion 

Thu 19th Singleton & East Dean WI: 
East Dean Village Hall: Rural Trailer 
Ride: 7pm 

Fri 20th, Sat 21st & Sun 22nd West's 
Wood Fair: New Barn, East Dean: 10am - 
5pm 

Fri 20th Three Friday Nights: 
Goodwood 

Sat 21st Willow Crafting: Singleton 
Village Hall: 11am 

Mon 23rd The Valley Diary Copy 
Deadline: 12noon 

Sat 28th & Sun 29th Bloom & Grow: 
Weald and Downland Museum 

July 2025 

Mon 14th Singleton Community Cafe: 
10.30am - 12noon: Singleton Village Hall 
Mon 14th Singleton & Charlton Parish 
Council Meeting: Singleton Village Hall: 
7pm 

Thu 17th Singleton & East Dean WI: 
East Dean Village Hall: Summer Party: 
7pm 

Fri 18th End of School Term 

Tue 29th - Sat 2nd (Aug) Goodwood 
Horse Racing 

August 2025 

Tue 29th (Jul) - Sat 2nd Goodwood 
Horse Racing 

Sat 9th VGC Annual Show: 2.30pm: 
East Dean Village Hall 

The Diary 
Here’s a quick overview of what’s actually going on, in and around the villages of the Lavant Valley in the 

coming months. Do please let us know if we’ve missed anything and we’ll add it next time for the benefit of all. 

The Team 
Ted Salmon, Editor & Accounts 

editor@valleydiary.org, 07903 017910 

David Mather, Advertising 

davidmather0@gmail.com, 01243 774385, 
07973 820877 

Chris Kelly, Distribution 

chriskelly7043@yahoo.co.uk, 01243 811833 

 

The Distribution Team 

Jonathan Rogers, Wendy Heather, Tim 
Weeks, Wendy Westwood, Penny Buchan, 

Judy Fathers, Vicky Gillespie, Gay Godfrey, 
Carol Corbett, Tony Boxall, Sandra 

Muggeridge, Patricia Payton, Sheila Sims, 
Barbara Boxall, Valerie Tapley 

 

The legal bit: We (The Valley Diary Team) make 
every effort to ensure the accuracy of entries & 

adverts in The Valley Diary (TVD). Content is based 
on the latest info at the time of printing. This may 

change. Every effort will be made to circulate info as 
soon as possible in subsequent editions. This edition 
will not be reprinted and re-circulated if any details 

change during its period of validity. In no 
circumstances can TVD accept any liability for loss 

and damage which may arise or result from any error 
in or omission of any entry or advert whether 

relating to wording space, position, artwork, or 
telephone number. TVD is not an agent for any 

Business or individual within its pages and is unable 
to vouch for advertising claims, professional 

qualifications, trade certifications, membership of 
trade association or content of web sites whose 

addresses may be shown in individual entries or 
adverts published anywhere within its pages. TVD 

advises readers to satisfy themselves as to the type of 
goods or services offered or qualifications held by the 

businesses or individuals appearing in its pages. In 
short, we9re grateful to advertisers for providing 

funds to keep The Valley Diary going but cannot be 
held liable in any way by readers if advertisers don9t 

live up to their claims and we won9t get involved in 
any dispute between advertisers in TVD and their 

customers. Lastly, we don9t publish anonymous 
submissions and contributor articles remain 

exclusively the views of the author. They are not 
endorsed by, and don9t necessarily reflect the views 
of, the volunteer editorial team at The Valley Diary. 

Deadline for the… 

July 2025 Edition 

All information for to arrive by 
12.00hrs (noon) please on... 

 

Monday 23rd June 

editor@valleydiary.org 

Submissions, news, reviews, event 
information, photos and anything you 

have to share with your community 
should arrive as soon as possible. 

Mon 11th Singleton Community Cafe: 
10.30am - 12noon: Singleton Village 
Hall 
Sat 16th Singleton Village Fete: 
12noon - 4pm, Singleton Cricket Pitch 

Fri 22nd - Sun 24th Goodwood 
Horse Racing 

September 2025 

Tue 2nd Goodwood Horse Racing 

Fri 12th - Sun 14th Goodwood 
Revival 
Mon 15th Singleton Community Cafe: 
10.30am - 12noon: Singleton Village 
Hall 
Mon 15th Singleton & Charlton Parish 
Council Meeting: Singleton Village 
Hall: 7pm 

Thu 15th Singleton & East Dean WI: 
East Dean Village Hall: Andrew 
Humphris: 7pm 

Tue 24th Goodwood Horse Racing 

October 2025 

Sun 12th Goodwood Horse Racing 

Mon 13th Singleton Community Cafe: 
10.30am - 12noon: Singleton Village 
Hall 
Thu 16th Singleton & East Dean WI: 
East Dean Village Hall: Suzanne 
Bolter: 7pm 

November 2025 

Mon 10th Singleton Community Cafe: 
10.30am - 12noon: Singleton Village 
Hall 

Got something to add 
to the Diary? 

 

Please let us know... 
 

Lots more dates and events can be 
found in the Diary Online at... 

 

thevalleydiary.org/diary 
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FOOTPATH WARDEN Clive Jackson, 07740 308125  
HOME FOOT CARE 01243 811442. 
DOG GROOMING - SMART DOGS Lesley Pollard 
01243 811805 

PILATES CLASSES Jo, 07917 177404 

FERNS RESTORATIVE YOGA 01243 818058 

STANDBY NANNY Josie, 07747 867652 

PAINTER AND DECORATOR Arthur, 07936 082626 

YOGA WITH CARA 07787 512283 

YOGA WITH JACQUI 01243 535223, 07854 441010 

YOGA WITH KATIE Tel. Tel 07918 757758 

REGISTERED NURSE Dawn, 07876 796034 

PAINTER Shaf 07706 105526 

PLUMBER Peter 07825 268317 

DOG GROOMING Leandra 07944 788727 

BUILDER James 07788 532135 

TAXI 01243 778499 

REGIONAL GARDEN TIDYING Please call 08000 
468137 

MOBILE CAR WASHING SERVICE Stuart, 07568 
377302, stuarteburn@icloud.com 

SEAMSTRESS Sewing and alterations. Casual, bridal, 
prom, suiting & curtains 07391 184605 

IRONING SERVICE 01243 531138 or 07773 009241 

FETCH DOG WALKING Canine specialist dog Walker, 
Helen Ferrell, 07765 577290 

Useful Telephone 
Numbers 

 

CDC Councillor, Henry Potter  07792 857973 

East Dean Football Club   07944 036709 

East Dean PC Clerk   07712 647511  
East Dean Village Hall   07785 740625 

Goodwood Security   07909 876823 

Lavant Road Doctors Surgery  01243 527264 

Lavant Road Pharmacy   01243 380185 

Local Police      101 

Singleton Fete    01243 818037 

Singleton Parish Clerk   07702 240126 

Singleton School    01243 811679 

Singleton Tearooms   01243 811899 

Singleton Village Hall   TBA 

Weald & Downland Museum: Office 01243 811363 

Weald & Downland Museum: Shop 01243 811020 

West Dean College    01243 818300 

West Dean Fete    01243 811247 

West Dean Gardens   01243 818318 

West Dean PC Clark   07596 884847 

West Dean School    01243 811247 

West Dean Stores    01243 818222 

Register of Local... 

 

Trundlers Charlton - ask another Helen 01243 811686 

Hunters Lodge, Lavant - or indeed another Helen! 
01243 532415 - 07788 663712 

B&B - Ring Sophie on 01243 811465 

Harper's Cottage, East Lavant. Ring Caroline 01243 278659 

Flint Cottage, 47 Mid Lavant, Lavant Road, P018 0AA: Sue Kemble 01243 
785883 / 07814903541 

The Shepherds Barn, Chilgrove: Lucy 07775 934999 
www.shepherdsbarnsussex.co.uk 

The Blue Bell, Cocking: 01730 239669 

The Nest, Singleton: Self-Contained Accommodation: Julie 07887 943523 

Barnfield, Heyshot, Tessa: 07789 888004 

He said to meet at the auction, 

But I was very late. 

I waved to him as I went in, 

Which bought me Lot 28.  

Albert says... 
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REMINDER OF THE CHARITY 
GO-KART CHALLENGE AT 

WEST’S WOOD FAIR ON 
SATURDAY 21ST JUNE 

Basic Rules 

1. Home-made karts using recycled 
materials where possible. 
2. Children and Adult Classes for racing 
on a grassy slope. 
3. Winners will be judged on speed, design 
& style. 
4. Small entry fee for charity. 

First up - and if successful, we will make 
it an annual event. 

Please do contact John by phone on 
07787 567140 or by email at  john@drokefarm.co.uk for more 

information. 

INVEST IN YOUR 
LONG-TERM 

HEALTH 

Meet the specialists to help you 
nurture and maintain your long-term 

health. 

Tuesday 17th June 

10.30am - 12.30pm 

Chichester Rugby Club 

(Oaklands Park Pavilion) 

Free of charge 

Refreshments 

No need to book 

Free Parking 

Organised by Lavant Road Surgery 
Patient Participation 

Group - Irsppg1@gmail.com 

Dear reader, I promise to continue 
to concentrate on cheering you up 
with humorous poetry, but with so 
many sad wartime memories 
currently in the media, I’d like to 
offer you this. Francis. 
 

The Orphans of 
Futility 

Stand still and look around you, 
At the treasures that surround you. 
World leaders could astound you, 
And blow it all away. 

A man once said, <We are at war!= 

Her nervous laugh said, <Are you sure?= 

The love they had ran to the core. 
Don9t take that away. 

Her man worked hard so they9d survive, 
Toiled all day, would never skive. 
Always home for tea at five, 
Then the army took him away. 

In foreign lands he9d never seen, 
Is painted a very bloody scene. 
Many battles, no rest in between, 
Why can9t it go away? 

In quiet moments he9d always try, 
To picture home. That last goodbye. 
Seeing her and the kiddies cry, 
The tears won9t go away. 

Now, that home does not exist. 
While he was away taking risks, 
The war brought on a nasty twist. 
The bombs blew it away. 

Four children safe on that day. 
To the country, sent to stay. 
Laughing and rolling in the hay, 
Mum at home when it blew away. 

With the war over and gone, 
The kids still wonder what went on. 
They know that they lost their mum, 
But why9s dad still away? 

He dodged many bullets for victory, 
Sometimes advance, sometimes flee. 
A final advance brought him to his 
knees. 
Then he was gone. 

How much do you know about 
recycling? What information would 

help you to recycle more? 

As part of West Sussex Recycles mission to help improve recycling 
rates, their running another survey to gather information on what you 
would like to know and they would love you to take part. It just takes a 
few minutes and your answers will help them to help residents in the 
future. The survey will close Monday 30th June at 11:59pm. Here9s the 
link… tinyurl.com/2cv4nt57 
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THE BOOK 
SHED 

Singleton Village Hall 

Access is through the 
side gate 

and is the first shed 
on the right. 

The books are free for 
you to keep or return. 

If you have any books you wish to donate 

please place them on the shelves. 

DYSON KING 

ARCHITECTURAL 
IRONMONGERS 

25 Years Supplying Fittings 
for Doors, Windows, Gates, 

Locks & Safes. 

Service to Architects, Builders 
& The General Public 

01243 776739 

www.dysonking.com 

MOBILE 
POST OFFICE 

 

 

THE SELSEY ARMS at 

WEST DEAN 

MONDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm 
THURSDAYS: 12.30pm to 2pm 

 

 

THE PARTRIDGE INN at 
SINGLETON 

MONDAYS 2pm to 3.15pm 
 

Mobile Postmaster, Operating from 
Grayshot, 01428 604401 - 07484 526779 

 TRADITIONAL 

TIMBER 

WINDOWS 

07973 399487 

07881 940057  
valleytraditionalwindows@gmail.com 

Bespoke, 
hand crafted 
windows 
made here in 
the Valley 

Chairman’s Report, 19th May 

Firstly, a huge thank you to you all for 
attending our recent meeting. I was sorry 
to start the meeting with the sad 
news that Steve Corbett, the 
Chairman of West Dean Parish 
Council and a huge part in the Weald 
and Downland Museum, has sadly 
died. I would like to take this 
opportunity of sending our 
condolences to his wife and family. 

We have had a busy year with the CHS 
project finally coming to fruition. I would 
like to thank Councillors and parishioners, 
old and new, who have worked so hard to 
deliver this project for the parish. Also, the 
incredible work by councillors getting 
Southern Water to finally sort the 
pipework through the valley. It has been 
an enormous project and they have now 
finished all the work in Charlton, through 
the meadow and are now in Singleton. 
Southern Water have worked tirelessly to 
do the work and as far as I am aware they 
have been courteous and have always dealt 
with any parishioners concerns promptly. I 
would also like to thank our MP Andrew 
Griffith for supporting the parish council 
throughout this project. 

There have been no great planning 
issues except for the oil field and this is 
on-going. They have put in an amended 
planning application and we have agreed 
to go back with our original response as 
none of our points have as yet been 
answered. We will continue to work hard 
on this and hope that the South Downs 
National Park will be able to support us. 

After a great year we need to celebrate and 
the Village BBQ will be on Saturday 
28th June at the Village Hall and The 
Leys. It is free to all parishioners and we 
look forward to welcoming everyone for a 
great party. 

I would finally like to say a huge thank you 
to all the councillors for their incredible 

hard work. As volunteers they give up 
their time to support and improve 
our community. I would also like to 
thank Jeremy Hunt and Henry 
Potter for all their support. Major - 
and I mean major - thanks goes to 
Viv Nuttall our Clerk without 
whom I would not be able to do my 
job. She keeps us all in order and is 
hugely efficient and a joy to work 
with. I believe we are in robust form 
as a council and look forward to the 
coming year. Please remember that if 
there is anything that you are 
concerned about or would like 
improved in the parish then please 
do contact us. Deborah Harwood, 
singletonparishcouncil.co.uk 

Weald & Downland 
Living Museum 

Through The Lens - a 
Photographic 

Exhibition Celebrating 
the Museum’s History 

In Pictures 

Running until 31st August, this 
unique exhibition showcases a 
stunning collection of photographs 
that capture the Museum9s formative 
years during the 1970s and 1980s, 
offering visitors an opportunity to 
step back in time and see the story of 
the Museum unfold. 

The exhibition can be found in 
the Museum’s Longport 
Gallery. Find out more and 
book tickets: wealddown.co.uk 
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Downsizers Drive Summer Property Surge 

As the summer months 
approach swiftly with the 
weather improving and gardens 
in full bloom, it’s not an 
overstatement to say that there 
are substantial levels of stock 
available for the first time in 
over 12 months. 

With the increasingly frequent 
sunshine providing a valuable opportunity for vendors to capture the essential 
photographs for their spring marketing campaigns, this summer presents a 
unique chance to seize this moment. 

What sets this market apart is the emergence of downsizers who are finally 
making their move. In fact, several of our vendors are in this position, and it9s 
fascinating to hear their reasons for deciding to find smaller properties. 

Five years after the pandemic, when the housing market experienced a surge in 
activity as buyers sought to relocate to the countryside, enabling remote working 
and leaving urban life behind, many potential downsizers remained in place due 
to their advanced age. 

This period was followed by an economic downturn characterised by rising 
inflation and interest rates, which further delayed property transactions. Since 
then, interest rates have gradually declined, albeit at a slow pace, due to persistent 
inflationary pressures and broader economic uncertainties. Consequently, those 
who postponed their moves have grown weary of the waiting period and are now 
eager to resume their lives. 

We are thrilled about the potential properties coming to the market this summer 
and hope we can assist you with your next move. 

Hancock and Partners - www.hancockpartners.co.uk 

Progress with West 
Dean Church Organ 

Huge progress has been made with 
improving the organ at St Andrew’s 
Church West Dean. 

The organ is rare, made by the Compton 
Organ Company. Unaltered since being 
fitted in 1936 it was showing its age and 
in need of some tender loving care! 

Two fantastic engineers, Mark and 
Jackie,  from South Coast Organs, based 
on the Isle of Wight, spent a full two days 
of their time lavishing much needed care 
and attention on cleaning and repairs. 
Parts of the organ had been attacked by 
moths leading to a deterioration in the 
sound, but the hard work undertaken by 
Mark and Jackie has remedied the 
damage and it now sounds wonderful! 

All this work was not without cost, 
(approximately £1,600), but it is hoped 
that this new improved instrument can 
now be used for concerts of all types of 
music, to help the ongoing Standing the 
Test of Time appeal to raise money for 
repairs to the West Dean church tower. 
Plans for the works on the church tower 
are currently with the architect and will 
shortly go out to tender. 

Please keep an eye out for details of 
upcoming concerts later in the year. 

Sarah John, Churchwarden 

The Restless Coast 

A Journey around the 
Edge of Britain 

You are invited to the launch of Roger 
Morgan-Grenville9s new book on 
Thursday 5th June at 7.30pm at 
Memorial Hall, South Downs Centre, 
Midhurst. West Sussex Rivers 
Trust 

Petworth House & Park 

Late Opening: Summer Solstice 

Saturday 21st June, 7pm - 10pm 

Spend the summer solstice enjoying the beauty of nature and watching the sunset 
in the Pleasure Garden, and along the front terrace of the house, when the 
grounds are open for the evening. Take a stroll around the garden to see the 
evening sunlight and absorb the peaceful atmosphere on the woodland walk. The 
Summer Solstice marks the opening of our new Turner's Vision at 
Petworth exhibition, which visitors will be able to see at no extra cost. There will 
be live music performances during the evening. £15 per person. We recommend 
booking in advance via our website to guarantee entry. Tickets can also be 
purchased on the night. The exhibition will close at 9pm. 
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brushwoodtreeservices@gmail.com 

07763 844422 

Full public liability - Certified Arborist 
Free Estimates and Advice 

Dismantling & Felling 

 

Crown Thinning & Reducing 

 

Removal of Deadwood 

 

Pruning 

 

Hedge Cutting 

 

Stump Grinding 

A.S.M. Carpentry 
& Joinery Ltd 

Over 35 years of experience in all 
aspects of carpentry 

Professional, Qualified, Insured 

Local and Reliable 

Carpentry Company 

andrew@asm-carpentry.com 

Phone:  01243 278659 

Mobile:  07789 748368 

An Invitation to 
Create Beauty at 

Chichester Cathedral  
Church flower arranging teams are 
warmly invited to take part in the 
much-anticipated 2026 Festival of 
Flowers at Chichester Cathedral - a 
cherished tradition that celebrates 
creativity, community, and floral 
artistry.  

This Festival, which attracts over 10,000 
visitors, has a long-standing history of 
welcoming contributions from parish 
flower teams across the Diocese of 
Chichester, as well as from talented 
individuals, flower clubs, and colleges. 

Whether you're a seasoned participant or 
new to the Festival, we would be 
delighted for you to share your passion 
and floral flair at this truly special 
fundraising event. 

The theme for 2026 is being kept a 
closely guarded secret until its official 
reveal in June - but rest assured, it 
promises to inspire! 

In the meantime, check out 
our website to discover how you can be 
part of this stunning celebration of 
flowers in one of England9s most iconic 
cathedrals.  

tinyurl.com/2amqgyvl 

CREAM TEA 
and ORCHID 

WALK 

Sunday 8th June 

Heyshott Escarpment 
Nature Reserve, Cobden 

Hall, Heyshott 

3pm to 5pm 

01730 810129 

Advertorial 

Tod Anstee is 
coming to 
Midhurst! 

We are delighted to announce the 
opening of our new office in 
Midhurst, bringing our trusted 
property services to the heart of 
this vibrant and historic town 
from summer 2025. 

With over 15 years of experience based 
in Chichester, we have built a strong 
reputation for delivering expert advice 
and exceptional customer service. We 
are proud to now extend our reach to 
Midhurst, offering the same high 
standards our clients have come to rely 
on. 

Our new office will provide a 
comprehensive range of property 
services, including residential and 
commercial sales and lettings, rural 
estate management, country homes, 
land, and new homes. Whether you're a 
first-time buyer, investor, landlord, or 
simply exploring your next move, our 
experienced team will be here to guide 
you every step of the way. 

We are passionate about property, 
deeply committed to the communities 
we serve and this expansion into 
Midhurst represents an exciting new 
chapter for Tod Anstee. 

Once the doors open, we warmly 
welcome you to pop in for a chat, 
whether you're looking for advice, 
considering a move, or just want to 
meet the team. 

todanstee.com 

midhurst@todanstee.com 

01243 523723 

SUNSHINE, 
COMMUNITY & 

CELEBRATION AT 
GRAYLINGWELL 

PARK 

Summer has arrived in 
Chichester, and CCDT spaces are 
buzzing with life. 

Havenstoke Park9s football pitches are 
now open for community use, with a 
local team kicking off regular matches 
from August 2025. Over at Keepers 
Green, cricket has returned, thanks to 
Chichester Priory Park Cricket Club. 
Live music is back at The Pavilion on 
Friday evenings - join us June 13, 20, 
and 27 from 6-8pm for relaxed 
summer sounds on the decking. Arrive 
early for the best spot! On 15 June, the 
CCDT team will be at TrinityFest at 
Cathedral Green, where we9ll be 
building future community spaces in 
LEGO - please come along to say hello! 

Here’s to sunshine, connection, 
and a summer full of community 
spirit. 

Chichester Community 
Development Trust 

chichestercdt.org.uk 
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07939 254998 

East Dean 

VILLAGE HALL 

www.eastdeanhall.co.uk 

 

Ideal for celebrations, fitness classes, meetings, parties and 
wedding receptions. Can accommodate 80 standing/60 

seated. Fully equipped professional kitchen, outside grass 
area with stunning views, car park for up to15 cars. 

Disabled access. 

ROGER GUNN 

Garden Machinery 

Sales & Service Specialist 

Showroom & Workshop 

Located at Binderton Nr Lavant 
Main dealers for many makes 

Fast reliable service 

Advice & Discounted machines 

Part exchange taken 

Collection & delivery offered 

See website 
www.rogergunn.co.uk 

01243 786003 

Art and Agriculture Talk 

Friday 13th June 

6.30pm - 9pm 

Join an exclusive fundraising evening at South Stoke 
Barn, hosted by Ryan and Tanya Haydon and enjoy a 

thought-provoking discussion on 8Productive Land9 with 
Ryan Haydon, James Stewart of Zimmer Stewart 

Gallery, and artist Nick Bodimeade. Champagne and 
canapés included. This event supports The Sussex 

Snowdrop Trust. 
Book now for £25 

thesussexsnowdroptrust.com 

01243 572433 

West’s Wood Fair 

Two years ago, Peter West 
decided to open the wood fair on 
a Friday as well as Saturday & 
Sunday, and invited several local 
schools to bring some of their 
students along for the day, all 
completely free of charge. 

We had a good response and that first 
year 5 schools attended. During the day they attended forest school, did den 
building, went on a tractor & trailer ride into the forest, met some owls, did a 
treasure hunt and watched a gun dog display. 

This year will be the third year Peter has offered this to local schools, as he is 
passionate about sparking an interest in all thing9s timber related with the next 
generations. 

Following on from Friday, the kids9 corner becomes open to the public and is full 
of games and activities, like den building, mud kitchens, paint your own miniature 
totem pole, wand making, story time and face-painting. Many activities are free of 
charge with only a couple costing a small amount. 

As well as the kids9 corner there will, of course, be lots else going on, like our 
tractor & trailer ride, Dorset Axeman displays, horse logging displays, have a go at 
archery or axe throwing, and the logroll. 

But it9s not all about the kids, we have several dog scurries that your furry friends 
can have a go at, live music (on two stages this year), the chainsaw carving 
competition, the chainsaw race, the Sussex Scrumpy Stakes, plenty to eat & drink 
and over 100 exhibitors to see. 

Children under 16 years go free, and adults are £12 on the gate or 
£10.50 in advance through our website ~ www.westswoodfair.co.uk 
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May has been a very busy, but by and large, 
successful month on the farms. We have now 
finished lambing our ewes on both farms and 
according to Nick, he has never known such a good 
lambing season in his long shepherding career. The 
fine weather has certainly been a great help for 
preventing lamb losses and grazing conditions have 
been ideal. We have taken the first cuts for silage 
from our grass, clover and lucerne leys with 
respectable yields considering the lack of rain this 
Spring.  

The dairy herd at East Dean, which calves in the Summer 
and early Autumn, are now coming to the end of their 
lactation which means that this month we will begin drying 
them off so the cows can have a two-month rest before they 
calve and start all over again. This works well for us as the 
grass growth on our thin chalk soils slows down during the 
summer and is insufficient to feed the whole herd if they are all still 
milking. 

We are very much hoping that this run of fine weather will soon 
break to give our crops and soils a good soaking which they so 
desperately need now. 

Our grateful thanks are due to Stuart Collins (see photo) who has 
been working with us at Droke Farm since he left agricultural college 
over 40 years ago. Although now semi-retired from fulltime work he 
will continue to help during our busy periods on both Goodwood and 
Droke farms. Stuart has given many years 
of loyal service with a special interest in 
operating and maintaining farm machinery 
including combine harvesters, numerous 
tractors of all makes, ploughs, drills, 
various types of cultivators, mowers, muck 
spreaders and feeders. A great team 
member, Stuart has spent the last year 
working alongside and passing on his 
extensive farming knowledge to Ben who 
will be taking over much of Stuart9s 
previous role. 



21 

 

VE Day Commemoration Event Success! 

The VE Day Commemoration Event at St Andrew’s 
Church, West Dean, over the first Bank Holiday 
weekend was a huge success, attended by several 
hundred people over three days. 

A fabulous total of £2,039 towards the Standing the Test of 
Time appeal for much needed works to the church 
buildings was raised from donations and sales of 
refreshments. There were over a dozen beautiful floral 
displays throughout the church. These had been skilfully 
arranged by Kate Shaw and the amazing team of talented 
ladies who all gave their time and flowers free of charge to 
help make the event so worthwhile. 

The local history display proved very popular with several 
descendants of the men we sadly lost during WWII 
attending the event, including Clive and 
Mary Kennett of Steep. Clive grew up in 
East Dean and his Father was 
unfortunately killed. Clive and Mary 
helped with the display by providing 
photographs and information. 

Thanks to everyone who helped make the 
event such a success by donating flowers, 
cakes and their time. Although the 
beautiful flowers have now faded, the local 
history, including work by the children of 
West Dean Primary School, is still on 
display. 

Sarah John 

Churchwarden 
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Star and Garter 

East Dean 

Tuesday 10th June 

7pm - All Welcome! 

DEFIBRILLATORS 

In an emergency you 
will find these 
defibrillators locally 
at Singleton 
Village Hall (Po18 
0HA), the Phone 
Box at Charlton 
(Foxhall Lane, PO18 
0HX) and behind 
East Dean Village Hall (PO18 0JG). 

Once activated, the device will talk you 
through how to use it. A defibrillator is 
a device that gives a high energy shock 
to the heart of someone who is in 
cardiac arrest. 

The Swifts have screeched their arrival announcing summer has begun! 
The pungent fragrance of Lilac and Wisteria is now being followed by 
the roses. It is time to give those <darling buds= a good feed with 
potassium heavy plant food such as Tomorite, Rose Tonic or similar. 
Make sure to dead head them to prolong flowering. 

Some timely tips from our Valley Gardener, Jon Rogers 

Prune deciduous shrubs after they finish 
flowering. 
Feed annuals, vegetables and bedding plants 
weekly, again with a potassium heavy plant food. 
Keep watering preferably using rainwater from 
butts or tubs and mulch heavily to save on water. 
When growing plants from seeds, make sure the 
soil has a good and even tilth and is in a turgid 
state i.e. damp but not wet. 

East Dean Garden Safari 

Thursday 12th June starting at 5pm. Open to all. 
Meet by the Pond Green in East Dean where 
maps will be given out to visit 5/6 gardens, 
finishing with Drinks & Nibbles, venue to be 
confirmed. A small donation would be welcome. 

The Annual Show 

This is to be held on the 9th of August at East 
Dean Village Hall this year. Look out for further information. Miranda Mayne 


